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In dem Pulitzerpreisgekrönten Roman erinnert sich ein sterbender Mann an sein eige-

nes Leben und das seines Vaters, der an Epilepsie litt. Diese nimmt viel Raum ein im 
Buch. Eine Aura erlaubt ihm im Allgemeinen, sich mit Hilfe seiner Frau zurückzuzie-

hen, beim Weihnachtsessen wird er von einem Anfall überrascht, den die Kinder er-
schreckt mitbekommen. Schreckliche, blutige Szene mit einem in den Mund geschobe-
nen Löffel, Biss in die Finger des Sohnes. Frau befragt dann erstmals den Hausarzt 

und schickt sich an, ihn in einer Irrenanstalt unterzubringen. Er flieht in eine neue 
Existenz mit einer anderen Frau und einem Arzt, der Brom verschreibt. – Poetische 

Deutungen der Selbsterfahrung im Anfall, Metaphern von Explosion, Elektrizität, Blit-
zen, gesprungener Uhrfeder. 

 

 

Zum Autor (Wiki 19.1.25): 

„Paul Harding (born 1967) is an American musician and 

author, best known for his debut novel Tinkers (2009), 

which won the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the 

2010 PEN/Robert W. Bingham Prize, among other honors. 

He is currently the director of the Creative Writing and Lit-

erature MFA program at Stony Brook Southampton, as 

well as Interim Associate Provost of Stony Brook Univer-

sity's Lichtenstein Center.  

Paul Harding grew up on the north shore of Boston in the 

town of Wenham, Massachusetts. As a youth, he spent a 

lot of time "knocking about in the woods," which he attributes to his love of na-

ture. His grandfather fixed clocks and he apprenticed under him, an experience that 

found its way into Harding's first novel, Tinkers. Harding has a B.A. degree in English 

from the University of Massachusetts Amherst and an MFA from the Iowa Writers' 

Workshop and has taught writing at Harvard University and the University of Iowa.  

After graduating from the University of Massachusetts, he spent time touring with his 

band Cold Water Flat in the US and Europe. He had always been a heavy reader, and 

recalls reading Carlos Fuentes' Terra Nostra and thinking "this is what I want to do". 

In that book, Harding "saw the entire world, all of history". When he next had time off 

from touring with the band he signed up for a summer writing class at Skidmore Col-

lege in New York. His teacher was Marilynne Robinson and through her he learned 

about the Iowa Writers' Workshop writing program. There, he studied with Barry Un-

sworth, Elizabeth McCracken, and later Robinson. At some point, he realized some of 

the people he admired most were "profoundly religious", so he spent years 
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reading theology, and was "deeply" influenced by Karl Barth and John Calvin. He con-

siders himself a "self-taught modern New England transcendentalist". 

Musically, Harding admires jazz drummers and considers John Coltrane's drum-

mer, Elvin Jones, the greatest. Harding was the drummer in the band Cold Water 

Flat throughout its existence from 1990 to 1996.  

Harding's second novel, Enon (2013), concerns characters from his first novel, Tink-

ers, looking at the lives of George Crosby's grandson, Charlie Crosby, and his daugh-

ter Kate. His third novel, This Other Eden, was shortlisted for the 2023 Booker 

Prize and the 2023 National Book Award for Fiction.  

Harding lives near Boston with his wife and two sons.”  
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